30 Articles in 30 Days
Call-in Notes

February 12, 2009

We had several people in and out of the call with some great information and feedback which follows. The most exciting news – folks are writing and feeling success. One idea leads to another; one article leads to 30! Hurray!

Key ideas:

· Enjoyed listening to the first call; it gave me the power to move forward

· Help and support has guided my pen

· I’ve always been a writer. Now I am returning to “flesh” things out

· My lists gave me focus – if that makes sense

· I am far more focused as I delve into one topic at a time. I start, I write, I finish, I edit and review. Things are happening.

· The brainstorming of ideas has kept me motivated with more ideas for writing.

· I am moving beyond the idea that the rough draft is the final draft

· I realize that even the greatest of authors are never completely satisfied with their work. It may have been written, edited, reviewed many times over, but when seen in print several weeks/months/years later, times have changed, ideas have changed, writing style has changed.

· My writing really makes me feel vulnerable. I wrote essays in school and many rough drafts, but feedback can be tough

· Sometimes I feel I have gone backward in my writing instead of forward. It is because I swamp myself with other things and writing gets shoved to the back. Recognizing I do this has helped me treasure my writing moments. 

How do you build trust with an editor, a friend, anyone who is reading your work?

· Bit by bit
· It takes time to build trust

· Sometimes outsiders appreciate the work more than close family members do

· When you ask someone to read your work, tell them how you want it to be read: as a buddy, as a positively nodding friend, as an editor, as an outsider hoping to move it to press

· When asked to read someone’s work, set up the same parameters. You may mean well but that may or not be how your feedback is received.

· Sometimes readers do not know where I am coming from; they do not understand or appreciate my ideas, they cannot interact with the information provided

· When readers are not writers they cannot always understand the effort and dedication required to be a writer

· Some do not want to be readers of other’s work or writers because it is threatening, revealing, or they do not like the writing process. Maybe that is why it is hard for them to give enriching feedback.

· Writing is deeply personal. Maybe it is OK to never share it with others.

· Can you grow as a writer if no one ever reads it? (This is sort of like the tree falling in the forest idea!)

Pep-ups

· How do you get and maintain the “juice” for writing?

· This can be tough when it is “forced” writing as for a course, tenure, the boss’s demand.

· Divide writing tasks into “Those I Love” (they empower) and “Those I Must Do” (they may drain). Alternating between the two can help.

· Set up a calendar with all writing tasks laid out for the week or month. Stick to the calendar.

· Set writing goals.

· Know that any one piece will take twice as long as planned (or more). When you accomplish the task in less time, know that you are on the groove of magnificent production.

· I am writing for a class on the 6 Writing Traits. How do I keep it rolling?

· Find the fun.

· Tie everything to student work.

· Read and study student samples.

· Check progress over time.

· Offering feedback to others can be rough, especially when their ideas and insight are different. Take it all as learning. 

More keys to success;

· Prioritize

· The most important writing is important for any number of possible reasons (to yourself, for money, to keep a job…)

· Fun and love need to be mixed into the writing

· One project includes travel, tourism, photos, etc. turn all of this into fun. When you love your topic, others will love it too. Enthusiasm and joy are contagious.
· Good connections can make it happen.

· One thing that really hit me was when Gini said, “You have a message, a story, information that no one else can tell.” That gave me power. It made me know that my work was valuable.

· Side note from Gini – feeling important is critical to finding success. I do not mean “I am the greatest!” sort of importance but rather knowing that what you say and share changes lives forever – for the best, of course, because your goal is making the world better.

· Procrastination must go in the closet.

· Put guilt there too. If you are feeling guilty, how do you think your writing will tumble out? Uptight, in a knot, tinged with anguish? That doesn’t sound too good.

How do I continue to get this writing done?

· Sit down and do it

· Practice, practice, practice,

· Focus on my primary goals for each piece of writing

· Find someone I trust for quality feedback

· Be brave – writing is truly an act of bravery – you are exposed on a page forever!

Writing ideas

· Booklet for family and friends to share my poetry, essays, thoughts

· Articles for the newspaper 

· What does everyone really need to know

· How do I generate enough ideas for an article every week

· Maybe a continuing story, a series of articles based on the same subject would work

· A memoire could be fun.

· Reflections on my life and my work would be good writing topics.

· Encouraging my children with their writing is important. Giving them the opportunity and the motivation to write and share. Help with crafting words.

· Adolescent writers are deep and personal. It is often difficult or impossible for them to share their writing. It is too revealing, too bearing of the soul and one’s hidden secrets.

· Writing is a risk for adults, imagine how it plays out in the mind of teenagers.

· Is this why some junior high students are happy with mediocre work? Telling all would just take too much internal struggle and expose too many vulnerabilities.

Culminating Goals:

· Choose 1 topic per day and write, write, write

· Create an ezine account and get rolling

· Research carbon neutral ideas

· Market my business

· Work on the main website with ideas, information, key words that will draw readers to it in a number of ways

· Check out www.michebotclassic.com – ideas for key word searches

Thanks to everyone on the call. I think we covered a mile of information. Email questions and comments any time. Remember the Email Flurry March 12 from 7-8 am PST. During this time you will email me with questions, ideas, information. I will respond, cut and paste, etc. and send everyone a document of our “conversation”.

Happy Writing!
